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““1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 

blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and 
three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 

five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of 
servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.” 14 a 

messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were 
grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and made off with them. They put 

the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  
18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons 

and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 
19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four 

corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only 
one who has escaped to tell you!”” Job 1:1-3, 14, 18-19 NIV 

 
“10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD restored his fortunes and gave 

him twice as much as he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone 
who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted 

and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had brought on him, and each one 
gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 

12 The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the former part. He 

had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and 
a thousand donkeys. 13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 The 

first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-
Happuch. 15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as 

Job’s daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their 
brothers. 16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children 

and their children to the fourth generation. 17 And so Job died, an old man and 
full of years.” Job 42:10-17 NIV 

“Theodicy” - “a defense or justification of God.” 

Job 1:1, 2, 3 NIV 
 

“4 His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would 
invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 When a period of feasting 

had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them to be purified. Early in 
the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, 

“Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s 
regular custom.” Job 1:4-5 NIV 

I. Why people suffer? 

1. We make our own bad decisions. 



“23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Rom 3:23 NIV 

 

2. Other people make bad choices. 

 

3. The devil is at work. 
 

“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge 
around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work 

of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.” Job 
1:9-10 NIV 

 
“13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And 

God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” 

1 Cor 10:13 NIV  
 

II. What do you do when bad things happen? 

 
1. Resolve to trust God. 

 
“20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the 

ground in worship 21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name 

of the LORD be praised.” 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with 
wrongdoing.” Job 1:20-22 NIV 

“You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they 

trust in you. Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is the Rock 
eternal.” Is 26:3-4 NIV 

 
2. In seeking for answers, beware of bad advice. 

 
a) Quit religion.  

 
“9 His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and 

die!” 10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good 
from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.” Job 2:9-

10 NIV 
 

b) Clean up your act. 
 

"Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright 
ever destroyed? As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who  

sow trouble reap it." Job 4:7-8 NIV 
 

"Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right? When your 



children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin." Job 

8:3-4 NIV 

 
"Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is the place of one who knows 

not God." Job 18:21 NIV 
 

“Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his lips against you 
6 and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides. 

Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin.”  Job 11:5-6 NIV 
 

c) It has a purpose. 
 

“He may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, 17 to turn them from 
wrongdoing and keep them from pride, 18 to preserve them from the pit, their 

lives from perishing by the sword.” Job 33:16-18 NIV 
 

“10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth 
as gold.” Job 23:10 NIV 

 
“‘Job speaks without knowledge; his words lack insight.’ 36 Oh, that Job might be 

tested to the utmost for answering like a wicked man! 37 To his sin he adds 
rebellion; scornfully he claps his hands among us and multiplies his words against 

God.” Job 34:35-37 NIV 
 

3. It's alright to ask questions but God is not obliged to answer.  
 

“I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer; I stand up, but you merely look at 
me.” Job 30:20 NIV 
 

 2 “Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? 3 Brace 

yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 4 “Where were 
you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 5 Who marked 

off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it?” 
Job 38:2-5 NIV 

 
“42 Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 “I know that you can do all things; 

no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my 
plans without knowledge?’  Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,  things 

too wonderful for me to know. 4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will 
question you, and you shall answer me.’ 5 My ears had heard of you but now my 

eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” 
Job 42:1-6 NIV 


